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By Tracie Mauriello 
Post-Gazette Washington Bureau 


His Florida audience may have 
expected a stump speech for embat- 
tled Republican U.S. Senate candi- 
date Roy Moore. Instead President 
Donald Trump promoted his 
America-first agenda. 

He pledged during a speech Fri- 
day in Pensacola to pursue Ameri- 
can energy dominance, promised 
to “make it very difficult” for im- 
migrants to enter the country, crit- 
icized the Paris Climate Accord, 
decried sanctuary cities, attacked 
congressional Democrats, and 
bragged about his ability to draw a 
crowd. 

It was a full 50 minutes into Mr. 
Trump’s speech before he uttered 
the name “Roy Moore” and then 
only after prompting from the au- 
dience. 

“This guy’s screaming, ‘We 
want Roy Moore.’ He’s right,” the 
president said before challenging 
the credibility of a women who has 
accused Mr. Moore of sexual as- 
sault, Beverly Nelson, who had 
produced a high school yearbook 
to refute Mr. Moore’s claim that he 
didn’t know her. 

It contained a note and signa- 
ture from Mr. Moore that some Re- 
publicans now call fraudulent after 
Ms. Nelson revealed Friday that 
she had added the date and 
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Impassioned 
worshippers 
lash out against 
[rump across 


Muslim world 


By Karin Laub 
and llan Ben Zion 
Associated Press 


JERUSALEM — Large crowds 
of worshippers across the Muslim 
world staged anti-U.S. marches Fri- 
day, some stomping on posters of 
Donald Trump or burning Ameri- 
can flags in the largest outpouring 
of anger yet at the U.S. president’s 
recognition of bitterly contested 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. 

In the holy city itself, prayers at 
Islam’s third-holiest site dispersed 
largely without incident, but Pales- 
tinians clashed with Israeli troops 
in several dozen West Bank 
hotspots and on the border with 
the Gaza Strip. 

Israeli warplanes struck Hamas 
military targets in the Gaza Strip 
Friday in response to a rocket fired 
from the zone that Israel’s military 
said was intercepted by its Iron 
Dome missile-defense system. 

The Palestinian health ministry 
said at least 15 people were injured 
in Friday’s air strikes. 

Earlier, a 30-year-old Gaza man 
was killed by Israeli gunfire, the 
first death of a protester since Mr. 
Trump’s dramatic midweek an- 
nouncement. Two Palestinians 
were seriously wounded, health 
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Exhausted firefighters get their first rest in more than 20 hours Friday after fighting the Lilac Fire in Bonsall, Calif., north of San Diego. 


State of emergency declared in Calif. 


Six fires have carved paths of massive property loss in southern region of state 


By Lizzie Johnson, Peter 
Fimrite and Sophie Haigney 


San Francisco Chronicle 


LA CONCHITA, Calif. — Hop- 
ing to take advantage of a lull in 
the winds, an army of firefighters 
in Southern California embarked 
on a major offensive Friday 
against six fires that have carved 
paths of destruction between 
Santa Barbara and San Diego. 


More than 400 structures, in- 
cluding at least 73 homes and 
three commercial buildings, have 
been destroyed in the fire, which, 
combined with all the other con- 
flagrations have sent clouds of 
smoke wafting throughout Cali- 
fornia, including the Bay Area. 

The devastation across South- 
ern California has been enor- 
mous, as nearly 200,000 people 
have been forced to evacuate, 


homes and neighborhoods have 
burned, and at least three people 
have been injured. One woman 
was found dead in her car near 
Ojai in Ventura County. 
Mandatory evacuations were 
in place in parts of Santa Barbara 
County, prompting President 
Donald Trump to declare a federal 
state of emergency for the West 
Coast for the second time since al- 
most two dozen fires raged 


through wine country and North- 
ern California in October, killing 
44 people and destroying thou- 
sands ofhomes. 

Fierce Santa Ana winds have 
been whipping flames through 
wildlands, densely populated 
neighborhoods and rural commu- 
nities all week and sparked two 
more fires in San Diego County 
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Pirates’ Starling Marte ts heating up 
back home in the Dominican Republic 


By Stephen J. Nesbitt 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


SANTO DOMINGO, Domini- 
can Republic — Starling Marte 
ignited the burners and bolted 
from the batter’s box. As the 
baseball curled into the right- 
field corner at Estadio 
Quisqueya on Tuesday night, 
Marte placed his wager. He sped 
around first base and second, 
challenging the outfielder’s arm, 
and slid headfirst ahead of the 
third baseman’s tag. His helmet 
pinwheeled away in the dirt. 
Marte pointed into the grand- 
stands, and the home crowd 
roared. 

On this damp December night 
in Santo Domingo, his native 
city, Marte flashed major-league 
midseason form. He tripled and 
scored, singled and swiped sec- 
ond. Marte has invested two 
months of his offseason playing 
for Leones del Escogido in the 


Starling Marte, right, playing for Leones del Escogido, scores in the 
second inning against Aguilas Cibaenas on Tuesday at Estadio 
Quisqueya in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. 


Dominican Winter League, a cir- 
cuit primarily packed with pros- 
pects and journeymen. After a 
slow start, Marte caught fire this 
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week and smacked eight hits, in- 
cluding four extra-base hits, with 
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Young leaders groomed at Woodland Hills 


By Shelly Bradbury 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


The fifth- and sixth-graders sat 
in hard metal chairs arranged in 
a wide circle on the concrete 
floor of a classroom at Woodland 
Hills Intermediate School on Fri- 
day. 

Some slouched, some sat ram- 


rod straight, some perched on 
the edge of their seats — but all 32 
students kept their eyes on 
Shawn Thomas, the school’s re- 
storative practice coordinator. 
He and James Huguley, a pro- 
fessor of social work at the 
University of Pittsburgh, hand- 
picked these kids for a pilot lead- 
ership program aimed at giving 


students conflict resolution and 
peer-mediation skills. They hope 
to reduce school suspensions and 
create a core group of student 
leaders who can become a stabi- 
lizing force in the intermediate 
school and, later, at Woodland 
Hills Junior/Senior High School, 


Is Peduto’s 
chief of staff 
really underpaid 
at 109.0007 


By Christopher Huffaker 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Kevin Acklin said that the main 
reason for his resignation as 
Mayor Bill Peduto’s chief of staff 
was money. 

Although $109,000 doesn’t sound 
like poverty wages, turns out even 
Allentown and Harrisburg pay his 
counterparts better. 

During the Thursday announce- 
ment that he was stepping down in 
January, Mr. Acklin said he 
needed to go back to work as a law- 
yer as his children — ages 12, 11 
and 6 — approach high school and 
college. 

Mr. Acklin makes about $109,000 
a year, nearly the same salary as 
the mayor’s, but it’s much less than 
what he was making in the private 
sector. It’s also less than what 
many chiefs of staffmake. 

A review of salary data shows 
that his salary is indeed relatively 
low for his job, compared with cit- 
ies of similar size as well as other 
cities in Pennsylvania. 

Jane Sussler, the chief of staff to 
Philadelphia’s mayor, makes 
$150,000 a year. Philadelphia is a 
much larger city than Pittsburgh, 
of course, but Harrisburg and Al- 
lentown pay their mayors’ chiefs of 
staff better than Pittsburgh. And 
Jennifer Liptak, chief of staff to 
Allegheny County Executive Rich 
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Weather 
Mostly cloudy. 
Daytime high, 39; 
tonight's low, 23. 
Page C-8 
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